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Flower of the Month:  Aster 

Symbolism:  faith, wisdom, and valor 

  

Those lucky enough to be born in in the month of September can 

claim the vibrant aster as their birthday flower. They provide an 

abundance of large blooms in summer and early fall. Asters come in 

a great variety of colors including red, white, orange and various 

shades of pink and purple, making them one of the most popular 

flowers for use in floral arrangements. 

 

Asters are a favorite flower of butterflies. Because the aster’s 

flowering season coincides with the peak of their migration, monarch 

butterflies often use them as stop offs during their annual 

migrations. 



 

  

 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 
 

Dear Garden Club Members: 

   

September is here! We will attend our 8th Septemberfest by being 
present at our club's booth on Community Day, Monday 
September 7th!  Thank you to all the volunteers who took the time 
to come on a holiday to tell the community about our club, 
gardening, and our plant sales.  We give out seed packages thanks 
to a large donation from Goebberts again this year. Thank you to 
Delores Potter for labeling all the seed packages with our club's 
name and website information. We are very fortunate to have this 
booth provided free of charge from the Village of Schaumburg! 
  
Autumn Harvestfest will be on October 4th and we will once again 
be giving back to the Community by collaborating with Spring 
Valley with this seasonal event by helping children decorate their 
pumpkins! Thank you to Donna  and Barb for Co-Chairing this 
event this year. Please signup up at the September meeting to 
celebrate the season with decorating! Remember to donate any 
supplies for the decorations that you might have and bring them to 
the meeting. Delores, club member, once again has worked her 
magic by making accessories for the pumpkins out of pipe cleaners 
and yarn!  The large tent will be in a different location this year 
which is past the barn in the larger field with other events for 
children. 
  
At this coming September club meeting, the Board will be asking 
for feedback from our members on raising our club's fees for 2016. 
 We have not had an increase in our dues in over 10 years!  We are 
proposing that the membership fee for each person will be $30.  All 
members benefit equally therefore we are proposing to end the 
family membership option.  However, if the majority suggests to 
continue the family membership, we are proposing it will be $55 
per family.  There will be a 10 minute allotment for this discussion 



 

at the September meeting. A vote will be taken at the October 
meeting.  If you are not able to attend, please e-mail your thoughts 
to the club's e-mail by the end of September. The Board welcomes 
your feedback and will take all under consideration. Further in 
this newsletter, you will find a list of the benefits that all members 
enjoy.  Jan, Club Secretary, has complied this list for our quick 
and convenient review.  Gary, Treasurer, has assessed the cost of 
running the club. Our membership dues at present do not cover 
administrative costs and membership benefits for our club.  
  
Although our two fundraising plants sales are profitable, as a 
501(c)(4) non-for-profit organization,  only a small portion of the 
profit should go toward our operational costs. Funds should 
predominately be dedicated to our annual community donations.  
  
On September 8th,  I will be attending a Garden Clubs of 
Illinois meeting for all club Presidents and will report back to the 
Board and membership all of what I have learned!  I 
encourage all club members to take advantage of the information 
and benefits that are available to you on the Garden Clubs Of 
Illinois website. See what is of interest to you. 
 
There is an opportunity to have our club participate in the 2016 
Chicago Flower & Garden Show Window Box Competition.  If there 
is interest, please let me know as it would be a new and exciting 
project for our club!  If there are enough club members interested, 
we will form a committee.  The application to enter the contest is 
due by the end of October! 
  
November is the club election for all officer and director positions! I 
am coordinating the assembly of the Nominating Committee which 
includes three members.  Anyone interested in being on the 
Nominating Committee, please check our By-laws and guidelines 
on our website and give me a call.   
  
I hope to see you at the September meeting! 
  
Denise  
President 

 



 

MEMBERSHIP 
I guess we're steaming into September, SCGC 
Members and friends!  Hope the warm weather 
added to your Labor Day Celebrations!  And, 
hope you have an opportunity to attend 
Septemberfest, and stop by the SCGC Booth on 
Monday!     
  
Please keep track of your volunteer hours for 
SCGC.  One more opportunity to accumulate a 
few hours will be Autumn Harvest Festival!  
SCGC works together with Spring Valley to 
provide Pumpkin Decorating!!  Everyone has a 
great time! 
  
The SCGC Meeting is Wednesday, September 9, 
2015, at Spring Valley Nature Center in 
Schaumburg!  We start promptly at 7:00 pm!  
Come by early to enjoy treats and great 
conversations!  SCGC Membership Committee 
will be the first to greet you!   
  
Membership Committee, 
Sue, Jan, Fred, and Jan 

 

 

Meet our New Members! 
 

Peggy  
  

Peggy found out about the garden club from her good friend and long time member 

Laura Fish.  
 

She started her gardening adventures by planting a vegetable garden. Once Peggy 

experienced the thrill of watching the little green shoots emerge and eating the results 

of all her fruitful efforts,she was hooked. In the last few years, Peggy has expanded 

her interest to landscaping her yard. 



 

 

The most important lesson she has learned in gardening is to make sure each type of 

plant is placed where it will receive the sun and moisture that it needs. Also, make 

sure the soil and drainage are the best they can be when you plant a new plant. 
 

Peggy has learned to love kale in her vegetable garden. It produces prolifically from 

June to November!  Now, she just needs to remember how big it gets so she does not 

plant so much of it next year!! 
  

Peggy jumped into volunteering at SCGC events right from the start as a new club 

member in April. She has volunteered at our two largest events - the Native Plant Sale 

(May) and the Bargain Bulb Sale (June).   

Thank you Peggy!! 

 

 

Christine  

Christine has been aware of the Garden Club for some years, but had been too 

busy to join since she worked the evening shift.  Her friend, Judy Kroeger, renewed 

her interest.  Last year Christine attended a meeting with Steve and Kathy 

Zimmermann as well. 

Christine's father got her interested in gardening at a young age as she helped him 

plant some potatoes and feels that was the start.  She's had the "bug" ever since.  

By being interested in gardening, Christine has obtained much knowledge over the 

years.  With gardening,there's always something new to master and there's a 

never-ending number of flowers, vegetables, trees, and shrubs, etc. to learn and 

grow.  Christine finds it all very exciting. 

Christine's best advise is to not give up.  If one thing does not work, then try someth

how resilient perennials are.  They take quite a beating and somehow manage to re

surprise.)  This year the biggest surprise in her garden was to find that the monarch

milkweeds.  Christine just finished releasing her 12th monarch on August 28th and c

Christine loves all her plants but her favorite are roses.  She has been growing 

them for 40 years and it seems each year is different from the next.  Roses are 

something she will never be without in her garden. 

Welcome, Christine! 

 



 

This Month's Topic:  Hydroponics and Vertical Gardening 
 

 

Hydroponics is a century old system for growing plants without the use of soil, by 

immersing their roots in a nutrient-rich solution instead. Aside from not requiring soil, 

hydroponics also enables the recirculation of water through the system, drastically 

cutting the volume of water necessary for growth.  

Hydroponic systems fall into two major types: those in which the plant roots are 

suspended in only the mineral solution (solution culture) and those in which the plant 

roots are immersed in another solid medium, like gravel or clay pebbles (medium 

culture). 

 

Speaker of the Month:  Shawn Odeal 
 

Shawn is the owner of Root66, 8863 Burlington Avenue in Brookfield.  
   

Root66 is a supplier of commercial and residential hydroponics, 

aquaponics, and hydroaquaponics™ equipment and supplies. 

Root 66 Garden Shop has combined fresh fish and hydroponics to produce a 

symbiotic relationship benefiting both fish and plants. They have fish tanks up 

to 2,000 gallons as well as full size green houses to help you produce organic fruits 

and vegetables hydroponically. Pick your fish, pick your plants, pick your size, and 

Root 66 will put it together. 

They supply grow lights, irrigation supplies, sump tanks, propagation/grow trays, 

synthetic and organic fertilizer, exhaust fans, soil, hydroponic grow cubes, grow 

media, ppm and EC meters, grow bulbs, pots, tubing, reflectors, carbon and water 

filters, pumps, timers, CO2 and humidity controllers… any supplies to grow, bloom 

and flower plants and vegetables? 

Growing indoors or outdoors hydroponically is not a new idea and neither is 

aquaponics… today it is a lot easier, efficient and an accepted thing to do. 



 

Hydroaquaponic Systems and Root 66 Garden Shop can help show you how easy it 

is. 

 

 

Listing of Membership benefits 

          January meeting - Complimentary Floral Arrangement Demonstration 

          Monthy Professional Horticultural (as well as expert gardener) speaker 

          Club T-shirt (earned after 3 hrs. of volunteer work or attend 6 monthly 

           meetings) 

          Monthly newsletters  

          Member discount for plants from the Native Plant Sale  

          Refreshments at the monthly meetings   

          Annual Member garden walk held at the end of June 

          End of the year, Holiday Recognition Dinner, optional complimentary meal     

  

           earned with volunteer hours) 

          Member eligibility for door prizes (when available) at monthly meetings 

          Multiple opportunities to volunteer and collaborate with folks interested in 

           gardening making these memories priceless. 

 

September's club meeting will have membership participation for membership fee 

discussion.   

Treasurer's membership analysis with club administration costs:  Analysis Report 

 

 

Autumn Harvest Festival -  October 4, 2015 
  



 

Dear Garden Club Members, 

 

It is that time of year again as we look forward to helping the children 

decorate their pumpkins. If you haven't already volunteered to help, there is 

still time. The early shift is 11:30 - 2:30 or afternoon from 2:30 - 5:30 or all 

day if you want and you get a free lunch. It is a lot of fun and you will be 

amazed at how creative these children can be. If you can't be there to help, 

maybe you can look around your home and see if you have any of the 

following items or anything you think we can use and bring to the September 

meeting. 

  

Thin ribbon any color 

Buttons 

Glue sticks for either large or small glue guns 

Small artificial flowers 

Styrofoam egg cartons (for paint) 

Rhinestones 

Pom Pom's 

Pipe cleaners 

Yarn (brown, black,yellow are most popular) 

Googlie eyes 

Colored permanent markers 

 

Just a little side note to the new members of the club. This is a fun way to get 

acquainted with your fellow members hope to see you there. 

  

Barb & Donna  

Chairpersons 

   

 

  

  

 

 

Growing in Byron and Amanda's garden  

This is hyacinth bean vine.  Seeds were shared from a club member.  
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Didier Farms’Pumpkinfest 
Enjoy a tractor-drawn hayride through Scarecrow Alley or visit 

Animal Land. Your family can enjoy pony rides, camel rides, the 

Corny Corn Maze, kiddie mechanical rides, Pumpkin Playground 

and more at our 102 year old family farm. Visit our educational 

farming display and our brand new event, Buffalo Creek Mining 

Co. Farm fresh apple cider and pumpkin donuts made daily. Try 

our homemade fudge. Hours: check our website/ Admission: 

free, price varies for activities. 16678 W. Aptakisic Rd., 

Lincolnshire. 847-634-3291. didierfarms.com 

September 20 

Laguna Pond Equipment and Supplies, the topic for the montly 

meeting of the Midwest Pond & Koi Society. Presented by Mike 
Zmina from Laguna. At Francesca’s Tavola, 208 S. Arlington 

Heights Road, Arlington Heights. Visit mpks.org or call 312-409-

2081 for details. 

 

Other events go to: Chicagolandgardening.com  

 



  

  

 

 

Click on  Club Meeting Minutes to review the minutes and 

approve at next club meeting. 

Financial Report  

 

2015 Board of Directors  

Denise Suender - President 

Renata McLean - Vice President 

Jan Doud - Secretary 

Gary Rams - Treasurer 

  

 

 

 

Kathy Krebs - Director at Large 

Sue Morrison - Director at Large 

Judy Wood - Director at Large  

 

 

 

 


